Ascension of the Lord — May 24, 2020

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Tuesday, May 26", Sz. Philip Neri (Obl Mem)

1st Reading: Acts 20.17-27
Gospel: John 17.1-11a

Deceased Members of Kramar Family

(Kramar Family)

Wednesday, May 27, St. Augustine of Canterbury

(Opt Mem)
1st Reading: Acts 20.28-38
Gospel: John 17.11b-19
A.LD.

Thursday, May 28"

1st Reading: Acts 22.30, 23.6-11

Gospel: John 17.20-26

+Frank Holl (Ernest Farrell)
Friday, May 29"

1st Reading: Acts 24.27, 25.13b-21

Gospel: John 21.15-19

+Vladimir Berlot (Maria Berlot)
Saturday, May 30™

1st Reading: Acts 28.16-20, 30-31

Gospel: John 21, 20-25

+John Parkinson (St. Mary’s Parish)
Sunday May 31%, Pentecost Sunday

1st Reading: Acts 2.2-11

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.3b-7, 12-13

Gospel: John 20.19-23

Living & Deceased Members of the Parish

+Clare Logel (Patsy Logel & Family)

ASCENSION OF THE LORD

“Jesus’ ascension into heaven does not mean his absence,
but that he is alive among us in a new way, close to each

one of us.” -Pope Francis

First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11
Jesus is taken up to heaven in the presence of the apostles.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalp 47:2-3,6-9
Sing praise to God as he mounts his throne.

Second Reading
Ephesians 1:17-23
God raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his right hand.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus charges his disciples to make disciples of all nations and
promises to be with them forever.
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BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING:

Today’s Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of
Matthew. Matthew’s Gospel quickly moves from the disciples’
discovery of Jesus’ empty tomb, to Jesus’ appearance to Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary, to the commission that Jesus
gives his disciples in today’s Gospel.

The Final Commission, as this Gospel is sometimes called, is
given on the mountaintop. Throughout Scripture, the most
important events happen on the mountaintop, and Matthew has
used this motif throughout his Gospel. Eatlier in Matthew’s
Gospel, Peter, James, and John had seen Jesus transfigured on
the mountaintop (Matthew 17:1-8). Also in the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus taught the crowds from the mountaintop in what
we now call the Sermon on the Mount.

Here we are told that the eleven disciples go the mountaintop in
Galilee, as Jesus had instructed through Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary (cf. Matthew 28:9-10). They see Jesus, and both
worship and doubt at the same time. Jesus approaches them and
commissions them to baptize and teach, "to make disciples of all
nations." It is a task which Jesus had previously prepared his
disciples for; recall that Jesus had sent the twelve apostles to
preach the Kingdom of God and to heal (cf. Matthew 10:1-15).
However, earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of
Israel; in this Final Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all
nations." The mission of Jesus is now to be taken to all people;
the task now is to baptize and to teach.

Jesus commissions his disciples to baptize in the name of the
Trinity, one of the clearest attestations found in Scripture for
baptism in the name of the Trinity. In the Acts of the Apostles
and in the Letters of Paul, baptism is more frequently offered "in
the name of Jesus."

The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as the
beginning of the Church. Jesus commissions his disciples to
continue to teach in his name and to bring others into the

community of disciples through baptism. The Gospel ends, as it
had begun, with the promise that Jesus will continue to be
Emmanuel, "God with us" (cf. Matthew 1:23), for all eternity.
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FAMILY CONNECTION:

Just as Jesus sent his disciples to make disciples, our family, the
domestic Church, is called to bear witness to the life of
discipleship. That act of witnessing can take many forms. First
and foremost, our family should call people to discipleship by the
example of our love for one another. That example is only the
beginning; our love must extend beyond the family, reaching out
to others and to the world.

Together with your family, identify one or more ways in which
your family lives the life of Christian discipleship. Thank God for
the blessing of the opportunity to be able to show God’s love.
Then read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 28:16-20. Discuss
what Jesus sends his disciples to do. Work together to identify
one or more ways in which your family would like to do a better
job bearing witness to the life of discipleship. Choose one of
those ways and work together to make it happen. Pray as a family
for the grace to be witnesses to the world of the life of
discipleship. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. (Loyolpress.com)
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PRAYER REQUEST FOR ALL THE SICK:
Please continue to pray for the sick around the world especially
those who have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and
all our sick parishioners and those who look after them:
Don Woodham, Wayne Robinson, Maverick Southern, Margaret
Morris, Defina Segatti, Felix Kozak, Argene Pellegrini, Tom
Wunder, Kaelynn Heines, family and friends, all healthcare
professionals, military personnel and all Frontline workers.
May Our Blessed Mother Mary, Health of the Sick, pray
and intercede for us, Amen!



